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 Company Overview 
 

 
The Solar Center (TSC) is one of the East Coast’s leading providers of solar energy systems.  
Specializing in turnkey energy solutions, the company designs and installs solar energy systems 
to help our customers lower electric purchases from conventional generation, ensuring a long 
term supply of fixed priced electricity, and take advantage of significant Federal and State 
incentive.  TSC also analyzes energy consumption and costs for its commercial clients and 
recommends energy efficiency investments to enhance efficiency and improve the bottom 
line.  The Solar Center’s comprehensive approach to energy management seamlessly 
integrates technically advanced renewable energy production with efficiency solutions for 
optimal energy performance. The Solar Center’s primary business focus is the design and 
installation of solar electric systems for commercial and residential customers in the New Jersey, 
New York, Connecticut Tri-State region.  
 
Since the Solar Center’s founding in 2005, The Solar Center has contracted over 600 residential 
and commercial systems amounting to over 4.5 MW of solar energy. Our solar energy solutions 
include solar electric and solar thermal energy systems.  With over 300 solar energy customers 
installed, The Solar Center has steadily expanded its solar operations to include the 
development of solar electric projects up to the net Metering limit of 2 MW.  These projects 
include solar for commercial and industrial facilities, educational institutions, apartment 
complexes, churches as well as residential buildings of all types.   

Design 
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Maintenance
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Account Name Shop Rite- Wharton Address 
Wharton, NJ 07885 

Company Name Glass Gardens 
System Size 358 KW 

 Type Flat roof non penetrating ballast 

SHOP RITE -  GLASS GARDENS –  WHARTON, NJ

DESCRIPTION: A 358 kilowatt solar 
system – making it the largest solar 
installation for a supermarket in the 
state of New Jersey. 
 
The solar installation consists of the 
mounting of 1,666 solar panels - each 
fixed on the roof of the ShopRite of 
Wharton at a five degree angle. Taking 
up 70 percent of the roof space, the 
solar panels will produce a total power 
of approximately 358 kilowatts and are 
anticipated to reduce the energy 
consumption at the store by 10 percent, 
saving thousands of dollars a year in 
energy costs and saving over 280 tons 
of carbon dioxide emission. 

 “The ShopRite of Wharton’s solar 
installation marks a huge step forward 
in our county’s initiative to put into place 
energy-saving projects that will help cut 
energy bills and our dependency on oil,” 
stated Mayor Chegwidden. “It truly sets 
the example for schools and 
municipalities in the area to start 
installing green technology for a better 
future ”

 Solar PV Project Case Studies 
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Account Name CNC - Tolland, CT 
Company Name Summers & Summers 

System Size 73 KW 
Type Groundmount 

 

CNC Project – TOLLAND, CONNECTICUT 
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IDA Properties - Derby, CT Address IDA-Properties 
Company Name IDA Properties 

System Size 97 kW 
Type Pitched Metal Seam 

 

IDA Project – DERBY, CONNECTICUT 

The Solar Center performed the design and  
installation of a 96 kilowatt solar system for IDA-
International of Derby, one of the largest solar 
installation to date in that  Connecticut. 

Thomas Harbinson, IDA's President, stated 
"Generating electricity from sunlight is a decision 
that took time to implement.  Fortunately, when our 
1800's era factory building was built, the designer 
took solar orientation into account for bringing 
daylight into the workplace.  That orientation now 
works to our advantage with maximum potential for 
solar electrical generation.  A standing seam metal 
roof as part of our building envelope both 
eases the attachment of the solar panels to our 
building, and reduces the heat gain on the building 
structure due to it's high emissivity."  IDA hopes to 
illustrate that former under-utilized industrial 
buildings can be given new life with a green aspect 
such as solar electric generation.  It's a business 
direction for other companies to take a serious look 
at. 



                        

 
“People of the United States are reaching a point when 
environmental decisions and issues need to be addressed. 
Incorporating “green” technology and profitable business are not 
mutually exclusive.” 

                            Kurt Knowles, Jr, Owner 
                           The Marriott Residence Inn 

 
 

MARRIOTT RESIDENCE INN– WEST ORANGE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 System Rating: 108,500 Watts DC 

Modules: 300 Sanyo 200W,  
320 Sharp 140W, 90 Sharp 70W angled 
Inverters: 2 Fronius & 8 Solectria Inverters 
Area Covered: 9,042 Square Feet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Marriott Residence Inn located in West Orange, NJ is owned and operated by the Knowles family.  Kurt Knowles, Jr., has 
always been interested in solar energy and environmental technology.  Solar energy was one way of incorporating “green” 
echnology into his business.   t
 
Because this is a hotel, the aesthetic appeal of the solar installation was critical to the owners. The character of the hotel could 
not be compromised.  However, in order to 
optimize the power from the to the roof 
angles so that it appeared as an integral 
art of the roof. p

 
The design utilized a combination of 
rectangular and triangular solar modules 
with black frames and matching black cap 
strip type mounting system, creating a 
continuous visual array that blended 
seamlessly into the hotel’s roof.   The 
combination of Sharp and Sanyo modules 
rovides 108.5 kW of DC electricity.  p

 
From start to finish the overall project 
installation period took 2 months.  A 
monitoring system was installed in the hotel 
lobby so that guests and staff can see the 
amount of electricity the system generates 
ach day. e

 
Benefits & 
Results: 

• Annual AC Power Production:  120,200 kWHrs  
• First Year Electrical Savings:   $16,900 
• Annual SREC Earnings:   $29,295 
• 30 year energy savings:   $1,170,912
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Contact Information 
 
Rockaway New Jersey Office, 47 Woodland Ave, Rockaway, NJ 
 
Main Number…………………………………………………………………...9736277730 
Ed Steins, CEO…………………………………………………………………extension 119 
President Shannon Whitworth ……………………………………………..extension 117 
Gerry Heimbuch, Vice President of Operations………………………..extension 107 
Barrett Lightbourn, Director of Information Systems…………………...extension 108 
George Engelbrecht, Sales and Marketing 
Cell phone…………………………………………………………………………8625798179 
EMAIL…………………………………………………GEORGE@THESOLARCENTER.COM 
 
 
WEBSITE……………………….WWW.THESOLARCENTER.COM 
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